
Murphy Parents and Guardians- 

 

Winter greetings to all Murphy families!  The first part of this year has been eventful and full of engaging op-

portunities for parents and students.  We most recently held our second Parent Education Night on Common 

Core and are looking forward to our third Parent Education Night in January on High School and College Pre-

paredness.  The last page of this newsletter includes all calendar events through the end of the school year. 

 

This year we have taken on the challenge of integrating OLWEUS, PBIS and Restorative Justice to support our 

already flourishing campus climate.  We are proud to share new validating data that indicates we have had a 

seventy-one percent decrease in the incidents of suspension from August-November in comparison to the previ-

ous school year that also displayed a decrease in suspensions of  almost forty percent.  Go Mustangs! 

 

As we prepare to welcome 6th grade students to our campus next year, we want to make sure our Martin Mur-

phy community is aware of our outreach efforts.  In addition to four Parent Education Nights this year, we are 

also holding monthly Principal Coffee Walks from October to March.  The coffee walks provide parents and 

students a chance to observe student life during the school day.  At the end of January on the 26th we will also 

host a 6th and 7th grade Orientation Night from 6-7:30pm.  This evening will be full of information for parents 

and students as well as campus and classroom tours.   

 

The Murphy Staff wishes all of you good cheer during the holidays and is thankful for your support. 

 

Ms. Heather Nursement, Principal 

 

ñSuccess is no accident!ò 

A Message From the Principal 
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The Martin Murphy Home and 
School Club (H&SC) is a non-
profit organization run at Mar-
tin Murphy Middle School by 
parents and school staff. We 
exist to create a community of 
caring and involved adults who 
help to nurture a positive 
learning environment for our 
children.  

Martin Murphy Middle School, 
like most California schools, 
has a limited budget. The 
Home and School Clubôs prima-
ry goal for each school year is 
to raise sufficient funds to cov-
er the cost of field trips, end -
of-year awards, school dance 
prizes and meals, talent show 
prizes, staff appreciation, vol-
unteer appreciation, garden 
beautification and general 
school enrichment projects. 
These activities and projects 
enrich the experience of each 
student and thus the whole 
Martin Murphy community.  

All parents are members of the 
Home & School Club. The Mar-
tin Murphy Home and School 
Club meets on the 2nd Wednes-
day of each month at 9:00am 
in room 45. Meetings, mem-
bership, and positions on the 
board are open to all parents 
and teachers.   

We are very excited that the 
Home and School Club is off to 
great start this year. Our meet-
ings have been well attended 
and parents have stepped up 
to volunteer their time and en-
ergies at H&SC events this Fall. 
Our fundraising efforts were 
boosted at the beginning of 
the school year by receiving 
almost $3,000 in parent dona-
tions.  The trend has continued 
with several other successful 
fundraisers such the Mixed Bag 
Holiday Catalog fundraiser, E-
waste fundraiser, New Stu-
dents Orientation Pizza Sales 
and Back to School Night Taco 
Dinner.  Additionally, we have 

an ongoing Jamba Juice fund-
raiser, selling BOGO cards and 
juicesé..you can find the flyer 
for the BOGO card on the 
school website at 
www.murphy.mhu.k12.ca.us  

The H&SC provided dinner to 
over a 100 students at the Hal-
loween Fall Dance which took 
place on Oct 30th and we are 
looking forward to serving din-
ner again to students at the 
Winter Semi-Formal Dance on 
Dec 11th.  Parents are encour-
aged to help make the Winter 
Semi-Formal dance special for 
the students by donating funds 
towards the dinner or volun-
teering their time to help at the 
dance.   

Our next meeting will be held 
on November 18th at 9:00am. 
Upcoming H&SC volunteer op-
portunities include Martin Mur-
phy Turkey Trot on November 
20th and the Winter Semi-
Formal Dance on December 
11th.   

Home and School Club Fundraising  

Victor Pizano, president of the Associated Student 

Body,  holds up one of the signs the ASB officers 

used to signal to neighbors and passers-by that 

the E-Waste collection event was going on. 

Volunteers participated in collecting and loading 

printers, TVôs  and old computers for the first 

fundraiser of the school year. 

http://www.murphy.mhu.k12.ca.us
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The Fall Athletic Schedule will 

include the following activities:  

Wrestling  

Roller Hockey  

Boysô Basketball 

Girlsô Basketball 

For a schedule of these events, 

please check the Athletics Website  

And be sure to fill out a Sports 

Permission Slip before your child 

signs up for an activity. They are 

available through the PE teachers.  

Featuring:  Mouse Squad  

Ten students are members of the 

Murphy Mouse Squad. Who are they 

and what do they do?  

 

Mouse Squad is a group of students 

determined to enhancing  their skills 

in operating systems, hardware, 

software, applications, coding and 

support through Help Desk. Current-

ly they are working on creating a 

drone that can be used at school to 

hang various items from our tall 

ceilings. Once the drone is complet-

ed, they are planning on making the 

drone self -sustaining through the 

use of solar panels to not waste 

electricity.  

 

In the Spring Mouse squad is plan-

ning on creating apps that can be 

used by different content areas to 

help student prepare for the SBAC 

testing. The lessons will be a review 

of this yearôs content in the core 

classes.  

 

After that, the squad will work on 

creating apps/video games of their 

preference by honing on their cod-

ing skills.  

 

Weôve used the Mouse Squad for 

Chromebook issues, for instruction 

and for computer lab support.  

aƻǳǎŜ {ǉǳŀŘ aŜƳōŜǊǎ ǿƛǘƘ aǊΦ DǳƛƴŀƴŜ 

 

)Î ÒÅÃÅÎÔ ÙÅÁÒÓȟ ÏÕÒ χÔÈ ÁÎÄ ψÔÈ ÇÒÁÄÅ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓ ÈÁÖÅ 
ÐÁÒÔÉÃÉÐÁÔÅÄ ÏÖÅÒ×ÈÅÌÍÉÎÇÌÙ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 3ÃÉÅÎÃÅ &ÁÉÒȢ  4ÈÉÓ 
ÙÅÁÒ ÔÈÅ &ÁÉÒ ×ÉÌÌ ÔÁËÅ ÐÌÁÃÅ ÄÕÒÉÎÇ $ÅÃÅÍÂÅÒ χÔÈ 
ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ ÔÈÅ ρρÔÈȢ   4ÈÅ ÐÒÏÊÅÃÔÓ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÊÕÄÇÅÄ ÏÎ $ÅȤ
ÃÅÍÂÅÒ ωÔÈ  ÆÒÏÍ σȡσπ ÔÏ φȡππ ÐÍȢ  

 

3ÙÎÏÐÓÉÓȟ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔÓ 3ÃÉÅÎÃÅ &ÁÉÒÓ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈÏÕÔ ÔÈÅ 
ÃÏÕÎÔÙȟ ÐÒÏÖÉÄÅÓ σ ÆÏÌÄ ÂÏÁÒÄÓ ÆÏÒ ÁÌÌ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓ ÐÁÒÔÉÃÉȤ
ÐÁÔÉÎÇȢ )Î ÁÄÄÉÔÉÏÎȟ ÔÈÉÓ ÙÅÁÒȟ ×Å ÈÁÄ ÌÏÃÁÌ ÓÃÉÅÎÔÉÓÔÓ 

ÐÒÅÓÅÎÔ ÁÆÔÅÒ ÓÃÈÏÏÌ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ПÉÒÓÔ 7ÅÄÎÅÓÄÁÙ ÉÎ .ÏÖÅÍȤ
ÂÅÒ ÔÏ ÈÅÌÐ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓ ÐÌÁÎ ÏÕÔ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÅØÐÅÒÉÍÅÎÔÓ ÁÎÄ 
ÄÅÖÅÌÏÐ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÈÙÐÏÔÈÅÓÅÓȢ 

 

-%3! ÈÁÓ ÓÔÒÏÎÇ ÒÅÐÒÅÓÅÎÔÁÔÉÏÎ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÓÃÈÏÏÌ ÔÈÉÓ ÙÅÁÒ 
ÁÓ ×ÅÌÌȢ 4ÈÅÒÅ ÁÒÅ ÏÖÅÒ συ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓ ÍÅÅÔÉÎÇ Ô×ÉÃÅ Á 
×ÅÅË ÔÏ ÄÅÖÅÌÏÐ ÐÒÏÊÅÃÔÓ ÆÏÒ -%3! ÃÏÍÐÅÔÉÔÉÏÎÓȟ ÉÎȤ
ÃÌÕÄÉÎÇ ÒÏÂÏÔÉÃÓ ÁÎÄ ÅÎÇÉÎÅÅÒÉÎÇȢ 

 

 

Extracurricular Activities at Murphy  

As we go into winter, please 

keep your children home with: 

¶ Earache 

¶ Runny nose; persistent cough 

¶ Headache   

¶ Nausea/vomiting (do not attend 

school within 24 hrs of vomiting) 

¶  Sore throat 

¶ Dizziness    

¶ Fever (100Ü +_ within 24 hrs) 

¶ Red crusty and/or draining eyes 

ñIt¬s not what happens to you, but how you react to 
it that matters .® ° Epictetus  

Make Way for Future Scientists! 

http://everydaypowerblog.com/2015/05/08/ways-for-overcoming-obstacles/
http://everydaypowerblog.com/2015/05/08/ways-for-overcoming-obstacles/
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As a way to introduce parents of in-coming 6th graders, Ms. Nursement has instituted Coffee Walks for par-

ents who would like a closer look at Murphyõs climate, classrooms and student life  Below are the dates for 

upcoming walks: 

December 1st from 1:30 to 2:30 pm 

January 26th from 9:15 to 10:15 am 

February 23rd from 1:30 to 2:30 pm 

March 22nd from 9:15 to 10:15 am  

 

If you know parents who would like to visit, see classrooms and talk with the principal, please have them contact 

Mrs. Muratore or Mrs. Pharris in the front office (408-201-6260) 

aǳǎƛŎ 

.ƭƻƻƳǎ ŀǘ 

aǳǊǇƘȅ 

wŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ ŀ ǎǘŀũ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ǇŀǎǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ .ŀƴŘ ǇǊŀŎǝŎŜ 

ǊƻƻƳ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳƴŘ ǿŀǎ ǎƻ ǎǳŎŎƛƴŎǘ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǊƳƻƴƛπ

ƻǳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ aǊΦ /ƘŀƳōŜǊǎ ǿŀǎ ǇƭŀȅƛƴƎ ŀ 

/5Φ .ƻǘƘ ōŀƴŘǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ŎƻƘŜǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǎǿŜŜǘ ǘƻƴŜΦ 

¢ƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘŜ ŀ ǊŜƳŀǊƪŀōƭŜ ŜŶŎƛŜƴŎȅ 

ƻƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƛƴǎǘǊǳƳŜƴǘǎΣ ƎƛǾŜƴ Ƙƻǿ ƭƻƴƎ ǘƘŜȅΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ 

ǇƭŀȅƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ǎƘƻǿǎ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƛƴǾŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

ƳǳǎƛŎΦ 
 

hǳǊ !ŘǾŀƴŎŜŘ .ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ǇƭŀȅƛƴƎ ƳƻǊŜ ŦǊŜǉǳŜƴǘƭȅ 

ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ {ƻōǊŀǘƻ .ŀƴŘ ŀǘ Cƻƻǘōŀƭƭ DŀƳŜǎ ŀƴŘ /ƻƴπ

ŎŜǊǘǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ aǳǊǇƘȅ .ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ǇƭŀȅƛƴƎ ƻƴ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ 

тǘƘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ aƻǊƎŀƴ Iƛƭƭ [ƛōǊŀǊȅ ŀǘ т ǇƳ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǊƳ-

ǳǇ ŦƻǊ {ƻōǊŀǘƻΩǎ WŀȊȊ .ŀƴŘΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǿƛƭƭ Ŏƻƴǎƛǎǘ 

ƻŦ ƘƻƭƛŘŀȅ ŎƘŀƳōŜǊ ƳǳǎƛŎ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŜŘ ōȅ ƻǳǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΦ 

¢ƘŜ ²ƛƴǘŜǊ /ƻƴŎŜǊǘ ǿƛƭƭ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜ ōƻǘƘ ǘƘŜ !ŘǾŀƴŎŜŘ 

.ŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ /ŀŘŜǘ .ŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀǘ {ƻōǊŀǘƻΩǎ tŜǊπ

ŦƻǊƳƛƴƎ !Ǌǘǎ /ŜƴǘŜǊ ƻƴ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ фǘƘ ŀǘ тΥлл ǇƳΦ 
 

¢ƘŜ {ƻōǊŀǘƻ-aǳǊǇƘȅ .ŀƴŘ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ŀ ƎǊŀƴǘ ƻŦ 

ϷмрΣллл ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǇǊƻπ

ŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ ƳǳǎƛŎƛŀƴǎ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ ǎƛŘŜ ōȅ ǎƛŘŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳπ

ŘŜƴǘǎΦ tƭŜŀǎŜ ƘŜƭǇ ǘƘŜǎŜ ōǳŘŘƛƴƎ ƳǳǎƛŎƛŀƴǎ ōȅ ǇǳǊπ

ŎƘŀǎƛƴƎ ǇƻƛƴǘǎŜǩŀǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƘƻŎƻƭŀǘŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜƳ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ 

ǘƘŜƛǊ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ CǳƴŘǊŀƛǎŜǊ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜ ƳǳǎƛŎΣ 

ƛƴǎǘǊǳƳŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǳƴƛŦƻǊƳǎΦ 
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Youõll want to keep up with your 

studentõs assignments and 

grades. There are two points of 

access for you. The first is the 

new data system our district is 

using:  Aeries. Youõll be given a 

user name and password for ac-

cess to your studentõs grades and 

attendance.   

The second is Google Class-

room. You can use your childõs 

user name and password to ac-

cess his or her classwork in every 

core class. 

Our Community Liaison, Celina 

Echavarria, sends out Connect 

Ed messages for every major 

event parents will want to know 

about.  We do send home letters, 

flyers and announcements about 

Home and School Club and 

School activities. Please check in 

with your students regularly to 

make sure you receive them. 

Please be sure to check the Mur-

phy Website for updates on 

events, technology, sports calen-

dars , Home and School Club up-

dates and general information 

flyers. 

Parents:  Keep In Touch! 

Build Memories: Order a Yearbook ñdiscounted price through December!  

Martin Murphy Middle School Contact Information 
Phone:  408-201- 6260 

Attendance:  408- 201- 6265 
Website:  www.martinmurphy.mhusd.org 

6th & 7th Grade Orientation Night January 26th   

We are looking forward to our first ever orientation 
for both 6th and 7th grade students!  Weõre planning 
an evening that is informative and stimulating. Ms. 
Nursement and Mr. Aasen will present the strategies 
we have adopted as a learning community to foster a 
positive climate academically and socially. Our stu-
dents will share information about the extra-
curricular activities available at Murphy. Teachers 
will present information on the learning opportuni-
ties here.  Parents are invited to tour the school and 
ask questions about curriculum, student logistics, 
and behavior expectations.  Please meet in the Inter-
active Learning Center at 6 pm to begin your evening.  

 

Martin Murphy students competing at a Future Cities competition.  Future 

Cities is a Club at Murphy where students engineer a city and present it to a 

panel of engineers at a regional competition. 


